 Notes from the City Manager’s Office…

.




...for the Week ending October 14, 2016: 

· The City achieved Silver certification for this year’s Virginia Municipal League (VML) Go Green Government Challenge, up 31 points from last year’s submittal.  During the previous years, we have been certified a “Green Government.”  The addition of a new “Resiliency” category which credits the City’s  efforts in emergency operations planning, local job creation, infrastructure planning and the emergency notification system, as well as the connectivity requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, gave us the additional boost.  The City’s official recognition was at the VML annual conference this past Tuesday.  Special thanks to Kent White, Director of Community Development and the team that helped complete this year’s application! 

· Lynchburg has been selected a top retirement destination by Where to Retire, the only magazine in America geared toward helping people with retirement relocation decisions. Lynchburg is profiled in a feature titled “7 Low-Cost Cities” in the November/December 2016 issue.  Where to Retire Editor Annette Fuller said the annual low-cost cities feature is for those who want un-plundered financial accounts and no shortchange in lifestyle. “Many places across the country have qualities and amenities that appeal to retirees, but cost of living often is a primary factor in the relocation decision. Our seven cities, including Lynchburg, keep retirees busy with cultural events, varied shopping and dining experiences, and outdoor adventure, without a heavy cost-of-living burden,” Fuller said. 

· Economic Development staff attended the national CO.STARTERS Summit in Chattanooga, TN October 5-7.  The CO.STARTERS Summit convenes community leaders across the country who run CO.STARTERS programs, are committed to strengthening the fabric of their local community and support business starters of all kinds.   CO.STARTERS is a program where entrepreneurs come together for several weeks to learn from experts and one another on how to be a successful entrepreneur.  

· Economic Development staff also represented the City of Lynchburg at SXSW Eco in Austin, TX October 10-12. In addition to attending sessions on building an inclusive 21st-century city, start-up pitches, and collective impact, staff also collected 28+ direct connections to organizations with an interest in Lynchburg!
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